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Minutes 
Architectural Review Board 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
Wednesday January 19, 2011  

7:30 P.M. 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday Jan. 19, 2011 at the 
Municipal Building Mount Kisco, New York.   
 
Members Present:     Chairman Kevin Kelly 
     Bruce Hartleben 
    Patty Kiernan 
    Anne Houck 
    James MacDonald 
               
Members Absent: None 
      
Staff Present:  None 
 
Staff Absent:   Austin Cassidy 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
 1. Ted Strauss      Case #ARB11-2 
     31 E. Main St      Amend Sign  
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549  Package 
 
Ted Strauss: I am representing this application for Little Kabob Station. 
It is going to be an Indian Take-out. I brought this along. This was the 
overall drawing that the board had approved in July. This was for Maya 
Restaurant and this is the small space that was formally Ah Fun 
Chinese. You have the drawing of the interior lay out and it is really 
quite simple. It is a small limited seating area in the front and the 
kitchen prep area. I have a different copy. You have copies obviously of 
my drawings. I do have a rendered photograph, which has a rendering 
of the proposed awning.  
 
Kevin Kelly: I have a question about the lettering. What lettering is 
really going here? Is it based on what we are going to see here? 
(Reviewing drawings) Is that it? 
 
Ted Strauss: Basically it will be lower case lettering in white. The 
higher letters will be ten inch (10”) and the lower case will be seven 
inches (7”). What I have here is a sample of the logo that they would 
like to have on the rendering.  
 
Anne Houck This is about the real size?  
 
Ted Strauss: That would be the size of the logo. 
 
Patty Kiernan: On here it has Little Kabob Station on the awning. 
 
Ted Strauss: It will read Little Kabob Station is what they have decided 
on. 
 
Anne Houck: Hold on one moment I am a little confused. It is going to 
say Little Kabob Station in the logo and Little Kabob Station here, why? 
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Ted Strauss: That would be their logo (viewing of the artwork for the 
logo) with the stylized lettering on it.  
 
Anne Houck: Why not have Little Kabob Station Indian Restaurant 
instead of repeating the name. 
 
Ted Strauss: I think this makes far more sense.  
 
Chairman Kelly: This is repeated. 
 
James MacDonald: The lettering is going to be in white? 
 
Ted Strauss: The lettering will be in white.  
 
Chairman Kelly: The question we will get to is if that is the case, is it 
Indian Kitchen, Indian Restaurant? 
 
Ted Strauss: It is Indian Kitchen.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I just want to make sure. Basically it is more like what 
we are seeing here.  
 
Ted Strauss: I also have a copy of the cut sheet of the lighting fixture 
which will go under the awning. There will be three small two foot 
energy efficient lights. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Where are you putting those?  
 
Ted Strauss: They are to be wall mounted under the awning so they 
will not visible. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Three locations are to the left and right of the door 
and the lighting centered on the door? 
 
Ted Strauss: Correct. 
 
James MacDonald: So the bottom of the awning is actually fabric also?  
 
Ted Strauss: It will be open underneath and illuminated.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Was it the ice cream store by the bank that did the 
lighting under the awning? I am trying to think at how they did their 
awning underneath. I think that is a finished underside awning that is 
lit. I am just wondering seeing these fluorescent lights underneath kind 
of like an unfinished look. 
 
James MacDonald: Based on the approved plan has any other 
storefront been changed at this point?  
 
Ted Strauss: No. 
 
James MacDonald: So this will set the precedent for the rest?  
 
Ted Strauss: No. 
 
Nancy Placona: The sign package for this site was approved in 
September 2010. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Have they done the work? 
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Ted Strauss: They have not done the work yet.  
 
Anne Houck: The awning color was decided upon as maroon and that 
was specified and then the repairs and changes of the façade we 
worked on with you. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Correct me if I am wrong. Did Austin have a second 
conversation with you on some of the detail in here and how it was 
going to work?  
 
Ted Strauss: Yes.  
 
Chairman Kelly: You have worked that out. I had the same concerns.  
 
Ted Strauss: As a matter of fact the answer to your question and I 
researched with the manufacture and I gave Austin a complete set of 
spec on it. The only thing that they asked for… First of all, the reason 
for that particular material was because of its permanence.  Another 
would hose it down once a year and you have a brand new finish. The 
only thing that the manufacture suggested was that we put a lattice 
behind to allow air circulation behind the finished product.  
 
Chairman Kelly: This sign material for a lack of a better term, Trek? 
 
Ted Strauss: Trek.  That is correct. They have used it on a vertical 
surface and that is the manufacture’s recommendation for it. 
 
Chairman Kelly: As long as you have supplied all the detail to Austin, I 
was concerned about even the window. We don’t need to revisit it; I 
just wanted to make sure. We have an awning. Are there any issues 
about the awning I do not believe so. Are we all on the same page 
about the logic, Bruce? 
 
Bruce Hartleben: As long as the colors match. I can’t remember the 
details on Maya. 
 
Ted Strauss: It is a maroon fabric and that is the same material that 
we are using here.  
 
Chairman Kelly: There is a sample on record for the comprehensive 
sign package. 
 
Nancy Placona: I will get a sample color samples so that we can refer 
to the exact color name and number. 
 
Anne Houck: Are there any other details of the façade that we need to 
review? 
 
Ted Strauss: No the rest of the façade is remaining the same. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Including… 
 
Chairman Kelly: Let’s walk through that carefully.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: How recent is that picture? 
 
Ted Strauss: Maybe two or three weeks old. 
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Bruce Hartleben: I went by that store and the trim is more like neon 
green. 
 
Ted Strauss: That is just the primer coat.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Is it that? (Referring to color sample) 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Yes. 
 
Ted Strauss: It is just the prime coat.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Let’s walk through every little detail. I am still 
concerned about the underside of the awning. How we detail this and 
how the lighting does not look like it is hanging out there. That is 
number one. This picture assuming it is correct has an Asian flair. See 
how that grid is up there and we don’t show that right now here. We 
have to get a little clarity on what is really going and how the windows 
are being detailed, what color the frame is going to be. Let’s walk 
through this step by step.  
 
James MacDonald: I am not seeing it being a lime green. 
 
Chairman Kelly: That is what I am worried about.  
 
Ted Strauss: It would be the same dark brown as the background of 
the logo.  
 
Chairman Kelly: The window frame will be and let the record show that 
the frame color and the trim color is brown. That the neon green will 
disappear, the door itself? 
 
Ted Strauss: The same brown. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Do we have any stencil lettering going on the door? 
 
Ted Strauss: The only thing going on there will be the building number 
31. 
 
Patty Kiernan: The grid, detailing in the window that is going?  
 
Ted Strauss: That is remaining. 
 
Chairman Kelly: So it is staying? 
 
Ted Strauss: Correct. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Is that (referring to photograph) like a bamboo thing on 
the inside? 
 
Chairman Kelly: I can’t tell if it is applied. It looks like it is applied on 
the inside.  
 
Ted Strauss: It is just like a transom glass above.  
 
James MacDonald: Is that being removed?  
 
Chairman Kelly: First I hear it is staying. 
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Anne Houck: This is in fact that it is going away? (Referring to 
photograph upper portion of front window) 
 
Ted Strauss: Yes it is going away. It will just be glass.  
 
Chairman Kelly: The white brick itself? 
 
Ted Strauss: it remains. 
 
Chairman Kelly: It is going to repainted white, touched up? 
 
Ted Strauss: It is going to be touched up.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I am concerned about the fluorescent light. When I 
think of the florescent it seems very harsh bright. I am all for there 
being some lighting underneath. 
 
Ted Strauss: The fixture has a glass shield.  
 
Patty Kiernan: So there is something to diffuse that. 
 
Chairman Kelly: It cannot be exposed.  
 
James MacDonald: What is the color temperature of the lamps? Is it 
cold is it warm? 
 
Ted Strauss: It will be cold. When you say cold do you mean the color? 
 
James MacDonald: Color temperature. 
 
Ted Strauss: The color temperature is warm of the lamps themselves. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I just wish it were finished off. Either a fabric material. 
 
Ted Strauss: Underneath?   
 
Chairman Kelly: Yes. It is cleaner.  
 
James Macdonald: I would agree. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Then you would slot out for the lighting. Otherwise I 
am looking at the under siding of this awning again and I am looking at 
the frame. Correct? 
 
Ted Strauss: I have no objection to that. 
 
Patty Kiernan: How do you connect the lighting?  
 
Ted Strauss: It would be a perimeter frame and these would be sliding 
panels so you could get assess up above for cleaning purposes and 
lamp replacement.  
 
Patty Kiernan:” You said it was fabric? 
 
Ted Strauss: It is basically a plastic or a rigid material. 
 
James MacDonald: A Lexan?  
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Ted Strauss: Something similar to that. Maybe about a 1/4 “thick so 
there could be enough rigidity.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Are we ok with that concept? 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I like it. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This is basically the direction that we are going. We 
will add this to the package. (Lighting cut sheet) Along with that we will 
note on there that the panels in the upper transom are going to be 
removed, correct? This is part of the graphic is not going to be there. 
The lower lettering is all white and the upper lettering just as we see? 
You are agreeing to finish the underside of the awning and have it 
slotted for the lighting. The framework is what color? 
 
Ted Strauss: The framework around the windows will be brown to 
match the background of the logo.  
 
Chairman Kelly: No stenciling on the windows except for the number 
over the door. Do we all agree? 
 
Board responded yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Who would like to make the motion? 
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the application for the signage for 
31 Main Street, for the awning signage and façade maintenance. The 
maroon awning for the comprehensive sign package is accepted with 
the logo as presented and the lettering as presented in file photo. The 
awning finished to provide shielding for the under awning lighting. The 
façade be finished with brown doors and brown trim around the 
window. The interior paneling in the upper windows is to be removed. 
The existing brick is to remain white and refinished if needed.  
 
Patty Kiernan: Second. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
James MacDonald: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
New Cases: 
 
 1. San Signs & Awning    Case #ARB11-1 
     213 Main Street     Comprehensive 
             Mount Kisco, New York 10549  Sign Package 
 
     Brian Mclynn, representing the application 
 
Brian Mclynn: This is a comprehensive sign package for 213 Main 
Street. These will be carved wood signs, burgundy background in color 
with gold leaf lettering. Sizes are two feet (2’) by twelve feet (12’) all 
of them. Your photographs show light boxes on the side they will be 
removed 100%.  
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James MacDonald: Did you do the signs across the street? Was that 
your company? 
 
Brian Mclynn: No, not that I know of. These are going to be the same 
color and I believe they have a black outline as well. They are very 
similar. 
 
James MacDonald: Is there any talk of lighting? 
 
Brian Mclynn: I did bring up gooseneck but as of now no. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You do realize they will have to come back if lighting is 
requested.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: The awning stays? 
 
Brian Mclynn: Yes. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Just out of curiosity how did you arrive at the maroon 
and gold? 
 
Brian Mclynn: It is a pretty common combination.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: Did you do the signs across the street? 
 
Brian Mclynn: No it was influenced by Enzo’s of Arthur Ave. He is 
following what he has at his other restaurant. It just happened to 
match the maroon awning. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Are you going to change the number on the awning? 
The reason I ask is because of the gold and white combination. 
 
Brian Mclynn: No. We brought that up but it became a big expense for 
them to change that. You can’t repaint that then it doesn’t look good.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: You are compliant dimensionally correct? 
 
Brian Mclynn: Yes. 
 
Patty Kiernan: I personally do not think that this style of signage does 
not go with the building. I feel like across the street it is all of a sudden 
this block is the same. Esthetically I am struggling with that.  
 
Brian Mclynn: I think that the color of the shingles matches well and 
the building looks good.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I think that it is more the style. The styles of the signs 
are all the same on both sides of the street. Not that it all has to 
match.  It is just my opinion.  
 
Chairman Kelly: What are you suggesting? 
 
Patty Kiernan: I don’t know. Does anybody agree?  
 
Anne Houck: I had the same reaction Patty. It was hard to without 
redesigning the signage in a completely different direction. It would be 
hard to make it go with the building. I am guessing that Enzo’s of 
Arthur Ave. sign was going to be real similar to Enzo’s on Arthur Ave. I 
think that it is even more obvious with the higher sign. 
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Patty Kiernan: Maybe it is the color scheme, the gold and the dark 
maroon that is so much heavier that the building. I feel like we approve 
this sign and it is going to be there a long time, and it is so repetitive 
from what is across the street that all the stores start to blend in.  
 
Brian Mclynn: The standard colors are the maroon, green, blue and 
sometimes black.   
 
Patty Kiernan: I understand and see where he got it from; I just think 
maybe it would be a little different. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Here is the issue. If you are truly trying to match 
Arthur Ave., that is the color. So he is first and that becomes the 
predicament.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: He could always match the awning.  
 
Anne Houck: What is interesting that the roof was very recently 
repainted. The building used to have more weight. 
 
Brian Mclynn: This is the only picture that I have of the building and it 
does not show the roof unfortunately.  
 
Anne Houck: The coloring of the roof is very recently redone, within the 
last six months. It used to be about the same color as the brick. The 
building was more monotone.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I think that they painted it this color to make the 
building jump out more.  
 
Brian Mclynn: Yes the building is set back at least ten feet. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Here is the issue. It is compliant. I can see why the 
applicant picked those colors. I wish we could get the number on the 
awning the same color. Another solution that works well and I don’t 
think any of us have that.  
 
Anne Houck: I don’t think that it would be more attractive having a 
white background and dark lettering.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I am concerned about lighting. Especially with the 
building being set back.  
 
Brian Mclynn: I went over that with the client and he understands that 
he would have to come back for the lighting. 
 
James MacDonald: My reaction was that it was the same landlord. So it 
is interesting that it just happen to grow out of another theme. I 
understand Patty’s point, but again without going to a different color 
scheme, which gets away from their original plan. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Is there any work scheduled to be done on the trim 
below the roof? 
 
Brian Mclynn: As far as I know nothing.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: Ok, thank you. 
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Chairman Kelly: Are there any more comments from the board? If 
there are none I will be looking for a motion. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I move that we accept the application as noted with 
clarification that all the light sign boxes be removed.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I would like to add a request that the applicant might 
be willing to change the street locator on the awning to match the 
colors of the signage. 
 
Brian Mclynn: That will be a tough one.  
 
Anne Houck: I second the motion. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the motion 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the second 
Patty Kiernan: Aye. 
James MacDonald: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
Board All Ayes. 
 
 
 2. John Oliva C & M Sign Co.   Case #ARB11-3 
     272 N. Bedford Rd     Comprehensive 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549  Sign Package 
 
     John Oliva, representing the applicant 
 
John Oliva: I am this evening to discuss the signage at 272 N. Bedford 
Rd. The first page is photographs of the existing at different angles to 
show what is on the building now. The number is on the façade.  
Each of the tenants that we are proposing for they each have and I am 
not going to say a whole floor but they have quite a bit of space. These 
three signs represent most of the tenants that are in that building. 
There are a couple of smaller tenants but they are not going to have 
signage out there. These are the same people that are on the directory 
that is out at the road. I am sorry I did not photograph that. The one 
for Richmond we are asking to put it over their entrance. According to 
the code it is suppose to relate to the entrance as much as possible. So 
rather that put all three on the side. It was the landlord’s request to 
put it right over their entrance. We would the number 272 over to the 
ivory section that straddles the entrance and the other two signs on the 
brick.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Nancy, didn’t we go through something like this for the 
hospital with location of signs over entrances and not next to the 
entrances. 
 
Nancy Placona: What you are looking at this evening there the building 
does not lend itself for all the signs to be over their entrances. The 
Cancer and Wellness Center the signage is next to the entrance since 
the building design and façade signage would not be possible over the 
entrance. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You are right it is not over the door. 
 
John Oliva: Is that second floor. 
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Nancy Placona: No, there is not a second floor there but the signage 
was not placed on the second floor.  
 
John Oliva: So if these two were higher it would be second floor and 
that is not permitted? 
 
Nancy Placona: Yes it would be second floor signage then.  
 
John Oliva: The other thing that I thought of and I was not directed to 
do so would be to put the other two signs in equal height where this 
one is and put the two side by side. Instead of putting the 272 there 
put those two sign there so they are all lined up on the same perimeter 
and then put the 272 on the brick.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: This might be kind of funky; one might be right over 
that entrance and the other where the brick is. It might look awkward. 
 
John Oliva: It would be next to this one, not in this little section.  
 
Anne Houck: The only attempt at way finding 272 pops more on the 
light surface then it would on the brick.  
 
John Oliva: That is correct. This is a duranodic brown aluminum and I 
was going to paint the numbers to match and not introduce another 
color. If you were to put it on the brick you could paint them silver and 
consider it a contrast or ivory against the stucco.  
 
James MacDonald: Right now the signs and numbers are not lined up.  
 
John Oliva: The building is a little funny.  
 
Anne Houck: I have one detail question. There is this larger Richmond 
Community Service sign and then back up under the door that sign is it 
on the glass? 
 
John Oliva: That is existing.  
 
Chairman Kelly: That will go away?  
 
John Oliva: Whatever you would like.  
 
Chairman Kelly: It is kind of redundant. I would like to see it go. 
 
John Oliva: That was prior to this. 
 
Anne Houck: I understand with the 272 there, that makes sense. I just 
wondered if they wanted to keep that signage. 
 
John Oliva: If you asked them they would love to keep it. I am not sure 
if it is affixed to the glass. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Inside or out it says the same thing. It is kind of 
redundant. What does everybody think about the signs in general? 
 
Patty Kiernan: I like them. 
 
Anne Houck: Good. 
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James MacDonald: From a code perspective is it permissible to have all 
the signs together? 
 
Chairman Kelly: They are supposed to be over the entrance officially. 
 
Anne Houck: Or immediately adjacent to the entrance. 
 
Chairman Kelly: The issue here, those doors are quite a bit back and if 
they were over the entrance no one would ever see them. It is an alley 
there. If it was just one business it could of gone where 272 was and 
kept it clean.  
 
John Oliva: I think the building dictates that it all can’t work. It can’t all 
be in one spot. I would have liked it and would have proposed that. 
Having them up high was the only thing I could think of; actually kind 
of put them in a line. I don’t know if that makes them better. I think it 
might be more visible. 272 is important here also because there are 
other tenants in the building so having that right over that beam does 
tell them that they are there. It does emphasize where they should go.  
I think this works great over their entrance. So those two things we 
have going for us. I don’t really know what else to do, I can’t put these 
other two higher. They can’t be on the second floor.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Are there any more questions, concerns?  
 
Anne Houck: For me it works the way it is.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I think it does also. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Bruce? 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I think it is ok. 
 
Anne Houck: If they take off the sign above those double doors I am 
ok. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I am planning on that coming out.  
 
John Oliva: That is fine and I don’t think anyone would object.  
 
Chairman Kelly: You are getting a brand new sign right there. Are there 
any comments?  
 
James MacDonald: I think it is tough but is the best solution. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I think it is the best solution too. I know how the code 
was written and I know the intent of it, but in this case just for way 
finding if nothing else it is the most logical place for it. In a perfect 
world I would have liked everything there. It would be nice and clean, 
but we can’t do that. 
 
John Oliva: The code is about more relating to the entrance as opposed 
to following the rules. You don’t want it on the other side of the 
building. 
 
James MacDonald: I would like to clarify the coloring. The background 
of the signs is bronze? The lettering is going to be white? It use to be 
gold? 
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Chairman Kelly: Yes. 
John Oliva: That was before there was an ARB probably.  
 
Anne Houck: No.  
 
Chairman Kelly: How about we get a motion on this? 
 
Anne Houck: I move that accept the sign package for 272 N Bedford 
Rd. as noted. The board strongly recommends that the tenant (The 
Richmond Group) remove the signage above their main entrance. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Second. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the second. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
James MacDonald: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Minutes: December 15, 2010 
  
Bruce Hartleben: I move that we approve the minutes pending 
corrections and review. 
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the motion. 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the second. 
Patty Kiernan: Aye. 
James MacDonald: Aye 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
Board: All Ayes 
 
 
Chairman Kelly: Motion to adjourn. 
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Board:  All Ayes 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By, 
 
 
Nancy Placona 
Board Secretary 
 
 
 
 


